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RIGHT-OF-WAY RAILROADS. 



The following is a copy of an act of Congress approved March 3, 
1875, entitled * jin act wanting to railroads the right of way through 
the public lands of the United States:*^ 

Be it encuAed by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled^ That the right of way through the public lands of the United 
States IS hereby granted to any railroad company duly organized under the laws of any 
State or Territory, except the District of Columbia, or by the Congress of the United 
States, which shall have filed with the Secretary of the Interior a copy of its articles 
of incorporation, and due proofs of its organization under the same, to the extent of 
one hundred feet on each side of the central line of said road: also the right to take, 
from the public lands adjacent to the line of said road, material, earth, stone, and tim- 
ber necessary for the construction of said railroad; also, ground adjacent to such right 
of way for station buildings, depots, machine shops, side tracks, turn-outs, and water 
stations, not to exceed in amount twenty acres for each station, to the extent of one 
station for each ten miles of ita road. 

Sec. 2. That any railroad company whose right of way, or whose track or roadbed 
upon such right of way, passes through any canyon, pasa, or defile, shall not prevent 
any other railroad company from the use and occupancy of said canyon, pass, or defile, 
for the purposes of its road, in common with the road first located, or tne crossing of 
othcrrailroadsatgrade. And thelocationof sue bright of way through any canyon, pass, 
or defile shall not cause the disuse of any wagon or other public highway now located 
therein, nor prevent the location through the same of any such wagon road or highway 
where such road or highway may be necessary for the public accommodation; and 
where any change in the location of such wagon road is necessary to permit the pas- 
sage of such railroad through any canyon, pass, or defile, said railroad company shall, 
before entering upon the ground occupied by such wagon road, cause the same to be 
reconstructed at iti own expense in the most favorable location, and in as perfect a 
manner as the original road: Provided^ That such expenses shall be equitably divided 
between any number of railroad companies occupying and using the same canyon, 
pass, or defile. 

Sec. 3. That the legislature of the proper Territory may provide for the manner 
in which private lands and possessory claims on the public lands of the United* States 
may be condemned; and, wnere such provision shall not have been made, such con- 
demnation may be made in accordance with section three of the act entitled *'An 
act [to amend an act entitled an act] to aid in the construction of a railroad and tele- 
graph line from the Missouri River to the Pacific Ocean, and to secure to the Gov- 
ernment the use of the same for postal, military, and other purposes, approved July 
first, eighteen hundred and sixty-two," approved July second, eighteen hundred and 
sixty-four. 

Sec. 4. That any railroad company desiring to secure the benefits of this act shall, 
within twelve months after the location of any section of twenty miles of its road, if 
the same be upon surveyed lands, and, if upon unsurveyed lands, within twelve 
months after the survey thereof by the United States, file with the register of the land 
oflSce for the district wnere such land is located a profile of its road ; and, upon approval 
thereof by the Secretary of the Interior, the same shall be noted upon the plats m said 
office, and thereafter all such lands over which such right of way shall pass shall be 
disposed of subject to such right of way: Provided ^ That if any section of said road 
shall not be completed within five years after the location of said section, the rights 
herein granted shall be forfeited as to any such uncompleted section of said road. 

Sec. 5. That this act shall not apply to any lands within the limits of any military 
park, or Indian reservation, or other lands specially reserved from sale, unless such 
right of way shall be provided for by treaty stipulation or by act of Congress heretofore 
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4 RAILBOAD RIGHT OF WAY OVER PUBLIC LANDS. 

Sec. 6. That Congrees hereby reserves the right at any time to alter, amend, or 
repeal this act, or any part thereof. 

Approved, March 3, 1875. (18 Stat., p. 482.) 

By the act of Congress, approved March 3, 1899, 30 Stat., 1233, 
it is provided: 

That in the form provided by existing law the Secretary of the Interior may file and 
approve surveys and plats of any right of way for a wajgon road, railroad, or other high- 
wav over and across any forest reservation or reservoir site when in hia iudyment the 
public i nterests will not be injuriously affected thereb y. 

1. Nature of grant. — ^A railroad company to which a right of way 
is granted does not secure a full and complete title to the land on 
which the right of way is located. ^ It obtains only the right to use 
the land for the purposes for which it is granted ana for no other pur- 

f)ose, and may hold such possession, if it is necessary to that use, as 
ong and only as long as that use continues. The Government con- 
veys the fee simple title in the land oyer which the right of way is 
granted to the person to whom patent issues for the legal subdivision 
on which the right of way is located, and such patentee takes the fee, 
subject only to the railroad company's right of use and possession. 
All persons settling on a tract of public land, to part of which right of 
way has attached, take the same subject to such right of way, and at 
the total area of the subdivision entered, there being no authority to 
make deduction in such cases. If a settler has a valid claim to land 
existing at the date of the filing of the map of definite location, his 
right is superior, and he is entitled to such reasonable measure of 
damages for right of way as may be determined upon by agreement 
or in the courts, the question being one that does not fall within the 
jurisdiction of this department. 

2. Nationalforest. — When a right of way is located within a national 
forest the applicant must enter into such stipulation and execute such 
bond as the Forest Service may require for the protection of such 
national forest. 

3. Proposed nationalforest. — When a right of way is located within a 
proposed national forest the applicant must file a stipulation under 
seal incorporating the following: 

(a) That the proposed right of way is not so located as to interfere 
with the proper occupation of the reservation by the Government. 

{b) That the applicant will cut no timber from the reserve outside 
the right of way and will remove no timber within the right of way, 
except only such as is rendered necessary for the proper use and enjoy- 
ment of the privilege for which application is made. 

(c) That he will remove from the reservation or destroy, imder such 
safeguards as may be deemed necessary by the General Land Office, 
all standing, fallen, and dead timber, as well as all tops, lops, brush, 
and refuse cuttings on the right of way for such distance on each side 
of the central line as may be required by the General Land Office to 
protect the forest from fire. 

(d) That the applicant will furnish free of charge such assistance in 
men and material for fighting fires as may bo spared without serious 
injury to the applicant's business. 

{e) That should any portion of said right of way be included within 
a national forest the applicant shall clear and keep clear, as required 
by the Forester, such width on each side of the track as shall be deter- 
mined by the Forester, and the applicant shall pay, as required by the 
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Forester, for all national forest timber cut or destroyed in such clear- 
ing outside said right of way. 

The applicant will also be required to give bond, to be approved by 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, stipulating that the 
United States will be compensated for any and all damage to the pub- 
lic lands, timber, natural curiosities, or other public property on such 
proposed national forest, or upon the lands of the United States, by 
reason of such use and occupation of the proposed reserve, regardless 
of the cause or circumstances under which such damage may occur. 
A bond furnished by any surety company that has complied with the 
provisions of the act of August 13, 1894 (28 Stat., 279), will be 
accepted. The amount of the bond can not be fixed until the appli- 
cation has been submitted to the General Land Office, when a form of 
bond will be furnished and the amount thereof fixed. 

No construction will be allowed in a national forest or a proposed 
national forest until an application for right of way has been regu- 
larly filed in accordance with the laws of the United States and has 
been approved, or has been considered by this department, and per- 
mission for such construction has been specifically given. 

4. Right of way over private land. — Whenever any right of way 
shall pass over private land or possessory claims on lands of the 
Unitea States, condemnation of the right of way across the same 
may be made in accordance with the provisions of section 3 of the 
act, or the right can be purchased as provided by section 2288 of the 
Revised Statutes, as amended by section 3 of the act of March 3, 
1891 (26 Stat., 1095). 

5. Articles of incorporation , etc— Any railroad company desiring 
to obtain the benefits of the law is required to file in the General 
Land Office, or with the register of the land district in which the 
principal terminus of the road is to be located, who will forward 
them to the General Land Office — 

(a) A copv of its articles of incorporation, duly certified to by 
the proper ofiicer of the company under its corporate seal, or by the 
secretary of the State or Territory where organized. 

(6) A copy of the state or territorial law under which the company 
v/as organized, with the certificate of the governor or secretary of 
the State or Territory that the same was the law at the date of 
incorporation. (See paragraph g of this section.) 

(c) If the law directs that the articles of incorporation or other 
papers connected with the organization be filed with any state or 
territorial officer, there must oe submitted the certificate of such 
officer that the same have been filed according to law, and giving 
the date of the filing thereof. 

id) When a coinpany is operating in a State or Territory other than 
that in which it is incorporated it must submit the certificate of 
the proper officer of the State or Territory that it has comphed with 
the laws of that State or Territory governing foreign corporations 
to the extent required to entitle the company to operate in such 
State or Territory. 

No forms are prescribed for the above portion of the proofs required, 
as each case must be governed to some extent by the laws of the 
State or Territorv. 

(e) The official statement, by the proper officer, under the seal of 
the company, that the organization has been completed, that the 
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company is fully authorized to proceed with the construction of the 
road according to the existing law of the State or Territory in which 
it is incorporated. (Form 1, p. 11.) 

(J) A certificate by the president, under the seal of the company, 
showing the names and designations of its officers at the date of the 
filing of the proofs. (Form 2, p. 11.) 

(^ If certified copies of the existing laws regarding such corpora- 
tions, and of new laws as passed from time to time, be forwarded to 
the General Land Office by the governor or secretary of any State 
or Territory, a company organized in such State or Territory may- 
file, in lieu of the requirements of paragraph (h) of this section a 
certificate of the governor or secretary of the State or Territory that 
no change has been made since a given date, not later than that of 
the laws last forwarded. 

6. Maps. — The word profile as used in this act is understood to 
intend a map of alignment. All such maps and plats of station 
pounds are required by the act to be filed with the register of the 
land office for the district where the right of way is located; but if 
the right of way is located in more than one district, duplicate maps 
and field notes need be filed in but one district, and single sets in the 
others. The maps must be drawn on tracing linen, in duplicate, and 
must be strictly conformable to the field notes of the survey of the 
line of route or of the station grounds. 

The maps should show any other road crossed, or with which con- 
nection is made, and whenever possible the station number on the 
survey thereof at the point of intersection. All such intersecting 
roads must be represented in ink of a different color from that used 
for the line for which applicant asks right of way. Field notes of 
the surveys should be written along the Ime on the map. If the map 
would thereby be too much crowded to be easily read, then duplicate 
field notes should be filed separate from the map. In such case it 
will be necessary to place on the map only a sufficient number of sta- 
tion numbers to make it convenient to follow the field notes on the 
map. In all cases station numbers should be given on the map where 
changes of numbering occur and where the lines of the public surveys 
are crossed, with distances to the nearest existing comer. The map 
must also show the lines of reference of initial and terminal points, 
with their courses and distances. 

7. Field notes. — ^Typewritten field notes, with clear carbon copies, 
are preferred whenever separate field notes are necessary, as they 
expedite the examination of applications. The field notes, whether 
given on the map or filed separately, must be so complete that the 
Sne may be retraced from them on the ground. They should show 
whether lines were run on true or magnetic bearings, and if nm on 
magnetic bearings the variation of the needle and date of determina- 
tion must be stated. One or more bearing (or angular connections 
with public-survey lines) must be given. The 10-mile sections must 
be indicated and numbered on all lines of road submitted. 

. 8. Scale of maps. — ^The scale of maps showing the line of route 
should be 2,000 feet to the inch ordinarily, but when absolutely neces- 
sary the scale may be increased to 1 ,000 feet to the inch. These scales 
are fixed so that maps may be readily handled and filed. In most 
caaesi by furnishing separate field notes an increase of scale may be 
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avoided. Plats of station grounds should be drawn on a scale of 600 
feet to the inch, and must be filed separately from the map of the line 
of route. Such plats should show enough of the line of route to indi- 
cate the position of the tract with reference thereto. 

9. Public land mbdivisions. — ^All subdivisions of the public surveys 
represented on the map should have their entire boundaries drawn, 
and all lands affected bv the right of way the smallest legal subdivi- 
sions (40-acre tracts and lots) must be shown. 

10. Termini. — ^The termini of the line of road should be fixed by 
reference of course and distance to the nearest existing comer of the 
public survev. The map, field notes, engineer's affidavit, and presi- 
dent's certincate (Forms 3 and 4, p. 11) should each show these 
connections. The company must certify in Form 4 that the road is to 
be operated as a common carrier of passengers and freight. A tract 
for station groimds must be similarlv referenced and described on the 
plat and in Forms 7 and 8 (pp. 12, 13), except when the tract conforms 
to the subdivisions of the public surveys, in which case it may be de- 
scribed in the forms according to the suodivisions. 

11. Connections on unsunyeyed land. — ^When either terminal of the 
line of route is upon imsurveyed land, it must be connected by trav- 
erse with an established comer of the public survey, if not more than 
6 miles distant, and the single bearing and distance from the terminal 
point to the comer must be computed and noted on the map, in the 
engineer's affidavit, and in the president's certificate (Forms 3 and 4). 
The notes and all data for the computatuon of the traverse must be 
given. 

12. Connections with monuments on unsurveyed land. — ^When an 
established comer of the pubUc survey is more than 6 miles distant 
this connection will be made with a natural object or a permanent 
jnommient which can be readily foimd and recognized, and which 
will fix and perpetuate the position of the terminal point. The map 
must show the position of such mark, and must give the course and 
distance to the terminus. There must be given an accurate descrip- 
tion of the mark and full data of the traverse, as required above. 
The engineer's affidavit and president's certificate (Forms 3 and 4) 
must state the connections. These monuments are of great impor- 
tance. 

13. Surveyed and unsurveyed land. — ^When the line of route lies 
partly on unsiu^eyed land, each portion lying within surveyed and 
unsurveyed land will be separately stated in Forms 3 and 4 by con- 
nection of termini and length, as though each portion were inde- 
pendent. 

When lands desired for station grounds lie partly on unsurveyed 
land, the areas of the several parts on surveyea and unsurveyed land 
must be separately stated on the map and in Forms 7 and 8. 

Lines or route or station groimds lying partly upon unsurveyed 
land can be approved if the appUcation and accompanying maps and 
papers conform to these regulations, but the approval will only 
relate to that portion traversing the surveyed lands. (For right of 
way wholly on unsurveyed land, see section 14.) 

14. Right of way whoUy on unsurveyed land. — ^Maps of lines of route 
or plats of station grounds lying wholly on unsurveyed lands mav be 
received and placed on file m the General Land Omce and the focal 
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land office of the district in which the same is situated, for general 
Information, and the date of filing will be noted thereon; but the 
sam6 will not be submitted to nor approved by the Secretary of the 
interior, as the act makes no provision for the approval of any but 
maps showing the location in connection with the pubKc surveys. 
The filing of such maps or plats will not dispense with the filing of 
maps or plats after the survey of the lands and within the time limited 
in the act granting the right of way. If these maps or plats are in 
all respects regular when filed, they will receive the Secretary's 
approval. In filing such maps or plats the initial and terminal points 
will be fixed as indicated in sections 11 and 12. 

15. Connections with public survey comers. — ^Whenever the line of 
survey crosses a township or section line of the pubUc survey, the 
distance to the nearest existing comer should be ascertained and 
noted. The map or plat should show these distances and the station 
numbers at the points of intersection. When field notes are sub- 
mitted, they should also contain these distances and station numbers. 

16. Affidavit and certificate required. — ^The engineer's affidavit and 
president's certificate must be written on the map, and must both 
designate by termini and length, in miles and decimals, the line of 
route for wfiich right of way application is made. (See Forms 3 and 
4, p. 11.) Station grounds must be described by initial point and 
area in acres (see Forms 7 and 8, pp. 12 and 13) ; and when they are on 
surveyed land the smallest legal subdivision in which they are located 
should be stated. No changes or additions are allowable in the sub- 
stance of any forms, except when the essential facts differ from those 
assumed therein. (See section 10.) 

17. Sjmrs. — ^Where right of way is desired for spurs or short branch 
lines wmch will not greatly enlarge the size of the map, they may be 
shown on the same map with the main line, and should be separately 
described in the forms by termini and length. For longer branch 
lines separate maps should be filed. 

18. Notation on maps and records. — ^When maps are filed the reg- 
ister will note on each the name of the land office and the date of 
filing, over his written signature. Notations will also be made on 
the records of the local land office, as to each unpatented tract affected, 
that application for right of way is pending, giving date of filing and 
name of applicant. The register will certify on each map, over his 
written signature, that unpatented land is affected by the proposed 
right o£ way. The maps and field notes in duplicate, and any other 
papers filed in connection with the application, will then be promptly 
transmitted to the General Land Office with report that the required 
notations have been made on the records of the local land office. 
Any vahd right existing at the date of the filing of the right of way 
application will not be affected by the filing or approval thereof. 
(See section 1.) If no unpatented land is involved in the application 
the local officers will reject it, allowing the usual right of appeal. 

Upon the approval of a map of location by the Secretary of the 
Interior the duphcate copy will be sent to the local officers, who will 
mark upon the township plats the line of the railroad or location of 
station groimds, as laia aown on the map or plat. They will also 
note, in ink, on the tract books, opposite each tract marked as re- 
(^uired by section 18, that the same is to be disposed of subject to the 
right of way for the railroad company's line of road or station groimds. 
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19. Evidence of construction. — ^When the railroad is constructed, an 
affidavit of the engineer and certificate of the president (Forms 5 and 

6, p. 12) must be filed in the local office, in auplicate, for transmis- 
sion to the General Land Office. No new map will be required, 
except in case of deviations from the right of way previously approved, 
whether before or after construction, when there must be nled new 
maps and field notes in full, as herein provided, bearing proper 
forms, changed to agree with the facts in the case. The map must 
show clearly the portions amended, or bear a statement describing 
them, and the location must be described in the forms as the amended 
survey, and the amended definite location. In such cases the com- 

f)any must file a relinquishment, imder seal, of all rights imder the 
ormer approval as to the portions amended^ said relmquishment to 
take effect when the map of amended definite location is approved 
by the Secretary of the Interior. 

20. Right of way tkrough lands segregated from the Tosemite National 
ParJc and inctuded in the oierra National Forest — The act of February 

7, 1905 (33 Stat., 702), so far as it relates to the use of the lanas 
within the addition to the Sierra National Forest made by it, for 
right-of-way purposes, is as follows: 

Providedf That aU those tracts or parcels of land described in section one of the said 
act of October first, eighteen hundred and ninety, and not included within the metes 
and bounds of the land above described, be, and the same are hereby, included in and 
made paxt of the Sierra Forest Reserve: And provided further, That t he Secretary oL 
t.hft Tnterior mff.y require the payment of such price as he may deem proper tor pn vi- 
l^^ on the land herein segregated irom ihe iosemiie i\aiionai raric ana maae a part 
of the Sierra Forest Reserve accorded under the act approved February fifteenth, 
nineteen hundred and one, relating to rights of way over certain parks, reservations, 
and other lands, and other acts concerning rights of way over public lands; and the 
moneys received from the privileges accorded on the lands herein s^r^ated and 
included in the Sierra Forest Reserve shaU be paid into the Treasury of the United 
States, to be expended, under the direction of the Secretary of the Interior, in the 
management, improvement, and protection of the forest lands herein set aside and 
reserved, which snail hereatter be known as the " Yosemite National Park." 

Sec. 2. That none of the lands patented and in private ownership in the area 
hereby included in the Sierra Forest Reserve shall have the privileges of the lieu-land 
scrip provisions of the land laws, but otherwise to be in all respects under the laws and 
r^ulations affecting the forest reserves, and immediately upon the passage of this act 
all laws, rules, and regulations affecting forest reservations, including the right to 
change the boundaries thereof by executive proclamation, shall take enect and be in 
force within the limits of the territory excluded by this act from the Yosemite National 
Park, except as herein otherwise provided. 

Before approval is given any application for right of way affecting 
these lands, the Secretary of the Interior will fix the price for the 
privilege, and payment thereof must be made. The applicant must 
expressly agree to enter into a contract to make further annual pay- 
ments for such privilege should the Secretary of the Interior, upon 
consideration of the facts in each particular case, so prescribe. Such 
payments, when required, shall be made to the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior, to be placSff to the credit of the special fund provided for in this 
act, to be expended in the management, improvement, and protec- 
tion of the Yosemite National Part. 

An applicant for the privilege of transporting persons and material 
through the reserve to the Yosemite National Park will also be 
required, when in the judgment of the Secretary of the Interior the ^ 
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convenience of the public requires it, to file in the Department a stipu- 
lation agreeing to transport the cars of any other person or company 
over its road upon the payment of such reasonable charge as may be 
determined upon between the parties, or by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

Fred. Dennett^ 

Approved May 21, 1909. 
R. A. Ballinoer, 

SecreUvry. 



FORKS FOB DT7E PROOFS, AND VERIFICATI02!r OF MAPS OF RiaET OF WAY FOR 

RAILROADS. 

Form 1. 

I, , secretary (or president) of the company, do hereby certify 

that the or^nization of said company has been completed; that the company is 
fully authorized to proceed with construction accordins^ to the existing laws of the 

State (or Territory) of ; and that the copy of the articles of association (or 

incorporation) of the company filed in the Depsutment of the Interior is a true and 
correct copy of the same. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my name and the corporate seal of the 
company. 

[seal of company.] , 

of the Company. 



Form 2. 
State op 



County of- 



I, ; , do certify that I am the president of the company, and 

that the following is a true list of the officers of the said company, with the full name 
and official designation of each, to wit: (here insert the full name and official desig- 
nation of each officer.) 

[seal of company.] , 

President of Company. 



Form 3. 

State op , 

County of ■, m: 

, being duly sworn, says he is the chief engineer of (or is the person 

employed to make the survey by) the company; that the survey of the said 

company's line of railroad described as follows: (here describe the line of route as 

required by section 10), a length of miles, was made by him (or under his 

direction) as chief engineer of (or as surveyor employed by) the company and under 

its authority, commencing on the day of , 190--^ and ending on the 

day of , 190 — ; anof that the survey of the said line is accurately represented 

on this map and by the accompanying field notes. 



Sworn and subscribed to before me this day of , 190 — . 

[seal.] 



Notary Public. 



Form 4. 



I, , do hereby certify that I am president of the company; 

that , who subscribed the accompanying affidavit, is the chief engi- 
neer of (or was employed to make the survey by) the said company; that the 
survey of the said railroad, as accurately represented on this map and by the accom- 
panying field notes, was made under authority of the company; that the company is 
duly authorized by its articles of incorporation to construct the said railroad upon the 
location shown upon this map; that the said survey as represented on this map and by 

said field notes was adopted by resolution of its board of directors on the day 

of , 190 — , as the definite location of the said railroad, described aa follows: 

(describe as in Form 3); and that this map has been prepared to be filed in order to 
obtain the benefits of the act of Cong^ss approved>March.3, 1S75, entitled ^^An act 

11 
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granting to railroads the right of way through the public lands of the United States." 
1 further certify that the said railroad is to be operated as a common carrier of pas- 
sengers and freight. 

> 

President of the Company, 

Attest: 

[seal of company.] , 

Secretary. 



Form 5. 

State ob , 

County of- 



, being duly sworn, says that he is the chief engineer of (or was 

employed to construct) the railroad of the company; that said railroad has 

been constructed under his supervision, as follows: (describe as in section 10), a total 

length of miles; that construction was commenced on the day of , 

190^, and completed on the day of , 190 — ; and that the constructed 

railroad conforms to the map and field notes which received the approval of the Secre- 
tary of the Interior on the day of , 190 — . 



Sworn and subscribed to before me this day of , 190 — . 

[seal.] 



Notary Ptiblic, 



Form G. 



I, , do hereby certify that I am the president of the company: 

that the railroad described as follows: (describe as in Form 5) was actually constructed 

as set forth in the accompanying affiaavit of , chief engineer (or the 

person employed by the company in the premises) ; that the location of the constructed 
railroad conforms to the map and field notes approved by the Secretary of the Interior 

on the day of , 190 — ; and that the company has in all things complied with 

the requirements of the act of Congress approved March 3, 1875, entitlea "An act 
granting to railroads the right of way through the public lands of the United States." 

President of the Company, 

Attest: 

[seal op company.] , 

Secretary, 



Form 7. 

State op , 

County of , ss: 

, being duly sworn, says he is the chief engineer of (or is the person 

employed to make the siu^ey by) the company; that the siurvey of the tract 

described as follows: (here describe as req^uired by section 10) an area of acres, 

and no more, was made by him (or \mder his direction) as chief engineer of the company 
(or as svu-veyor employed by the company), and \maer its authority, commencing on 

the day of , 190—-, and ending on the day of , 190—; that the 

survey of the said tract is accurately represented on this plat and by the accompanying 
field notes; that the companjr has occupied no other groimds for similar purposes upon 

public lands within the section of 10 miles, from the mile to the — - mile, for 

which this selection is made; that, in his belief, the said groimds are actually and to 
their entire extent required by the company for the necessary uses contemplated by 
the act of Congress approved March 3, 1875, entitled "An act granting to railroads the 
right of way through tne public lands of the United States." 



Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of , 190 — . 

[seal.] — 



Notary Public, 
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Form 8. 

I, , do hereby certify that I am i)re8ident of the company; 

that , who Bubscribed the accompanyinj^ affidavit, is the chief engineer 

of (or was employed to make the survey by) the said company; that the survey of 

the tract described as follows: (here describe as in Form 7) an area of acres, 

and no more, was made under authority of the company; that the said survey, as 
represented on this map and by said field notes, was adopted by resolution of its 

board on the day of , 190—^ as the definite location of said tract for station 

grounds; that the company has occupied no other grounds for similar purposes upon 

public lands within the section of 10 miles, from iSie mile to the mile, for 

which this selection is made; that, in his belief, the said grounds are actually and to 
their entire extent required by the company for the necessary uses contemplated by 
the act of Congress approved March 3, 1875, entitled **An act granting to railroacb 
the right of way throi^h the public lands of the United States." 

President of the Company. 

Attest: 

[seal op company.] 



Secretary, 



FOBVEITUHB ACTS. 



The act of June 26, 1906 (34 Stat., 482), declaring the forfeiture 
of the rights of way granted imder the act of March 3, 1875 (18 Stat., 
482), under certain conditions, reads as follows: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and HoiLse of Repreeentatives of the United States of America 
in Confess assembled, That each and every grant of right of way and station grounds 
heretofore made to any railroad corporation under the Act of Congress approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, entitled "An Act granting to railroads the 
right of way through the public lands of the United States," where such railroad has 
not been constructed and the period of five years next following the location of said road, 
or any section thereof, has now expired, snail be, and hereby is, declared forfeited to 
the United States, to the extent of any portion of such located line now remaining 
imconstructed, and the United States hereby resimies the full title to the lands covered 
thereby freed and discharged from such easement, and the forfeiture hereby declared 
shall, without need of further assurance or conveyance, inure to the benefit of any 
owner or owners of land heretofore conveyed by the United States subject to any such 
grant of right of way or station grounds: Provided, That in any case under this Act 
where construction of the railroad is progressing in good faith at the date of the approval 
of this Act the forfeiture declared in this Act shall not take effect as to such fine of 
railroad. 

The forfeiture of such rights of way was further declared by the act 
of February 25, 1909 (Pub. No. 260) in the following language: 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That each and every grant of right of way and station groimds 
heretofore made to any railroad corporation under the Act of Congress approved March 
third, eighteen hundred and seventy-five, entitled "An Act granting to railroads the 
right of way through the public lands of the United States," where such railroad has 
not been constructed ana the period of five years next following the location of said 
road, or any section thereof, has now expired, shall be, and hereby is, declared for- 
feited to the United States, to the extent of any portion of such located line now 
remaining unconstructed, and the United States hereby resumes the full title to the 
lands covered thereby free and discharged from such easement, and the forfeiture 
hereby declared shall, without need of further assurance or conveyance, inure to the 
benefit of any owner or owners of land heretofore conveyed by the United States 
subject to any such grant of right of way or station grounds: Prowled. That no right of 
way on which construction is progressing in good faith at the time of tne passage of this 
Act shall be in any wise affected, validated or invalidated, by the provisions of this Act. 
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